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News from WABCG                   June 2017 

Editorial 

With raw sugar at a lowest since 
13 months, the depressed 
market of last month – not linked 
to fundamentals – urges us to 
find new risk management tools. 
Benchmarking is a key, and all 
growers need to strengthen their 
links, all together within WABCG.  

And on this topic, there have 
been two good pieces of news this month, with the 
WABCG family extending to two new members: Uganda 
and Kenya. It is with extreme pleasure that I welcome 
both of our new friends! 

This month WABCG finalized its study on the technical 
support available to cane and beet growers around the 
world. Our Council asked the Secretariat to conduct this 
study, as innovation in the field is a key to increasing 
yield, and to adapt to tomorrow’s challenges, particularly 
those of climate change. 

It appears that the best way to improve the situation is to 
base the innovation on a structure managed by the 
sector – and especially by the growers. Extension of 
information in the field should then be based on growers’ 
associations, which need to be sufficiently strong 
financially to acquire the necessary technical skills.  

Last but not least, it seems that beet and cane growers 
are rarely encouraged to calculate their own production 
costs. Growers’ associations should assist them in doing 
so, by providing them with tools to calculate and 
optimise their production costs.  

We hope that this study will give our members a 
pathway, to help them in their task of assisting growers 
all around the world. So, let’s go! 

 
Jean-Pierre Dubray, WABCG President 

NEWS FROM NICARAGUA 
 

Nicaragua is a country situated in Central America, with a 
surface area of 130,000 km² and a population of 
6,000,000, with lakes, 
volcanos and very fertile 
soils.  

There are two producers’ 
associations: one in the 
South, APROCARI, with 
2,500 ha and 180,000 MT 
of cane and APRICO, 
which we represent, with 
24,000 ha and sugar cane 
production of 2,304,000mt from the recently completed 
2016/2017 harvest (we represent around 35% of national 
production). 

Our harvest begins in November and ends in May. The 
producers belonging to our association had a yield of 
95.5 mt/ha and 103 kg sugar/mt. We consider this to be 
a good yield since only 30% of our area is under 
irrigation.  These yields were the result of a good winter, 
improved fertilization, weed control, etc. The relations 
with the sugar mills processing our cane – Monterosa, 
belonging to the Pantaleón Group and San Antonio, 
belonging to the Pellas group – have greatly improved 
and this year they will pay us 54% of sugar and molasses. 
Over the coming years we hope to receive the benefit of 
payment of our fibre (bagasse) which they use to 
generate energy and sell to the national energy grid.  

 
Jose Antonio Mayorga Sirera, President 

Asociación de Productores Privados de Caña de Azùcar de Occidente 
(APRICO), Nicaragua 
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NEWS FROM THE NETHERLANDS 
 
The Netherlands is a small country located in the 
Northwestern part of Europe. Most arable farmers in our 
country grow sugar beet. Usually a farmer grows sugar 
beet every four to six year. Other crops in the rotation 

are potatoes, wheat, onions, 
barley and different vegetables. 
The acreage planted with sugar 
beet increased this year to about 
85,000 ha, because of the end of 
the EU quota system. This is 20% 
more than last year. Nearly all 
beet growers increased their 
delivery rights when they got the 

opportunity to do so. This year Cosun will process far less 
raw sugar and replace this by beet sugar.  

The average sowing date this year was 3 April. This is a 
normal date. April was cold. Some nights the 
temperature was well below zero. However the beet 
survived. The second half of May was warm and we 
expect an average sugar yield of about 14 ton sugar/ha.  

All sugar beets in the Netherlands are processed by Royal 
Cosun, a cooperative of sugar beet growers. Cosun has 
two sugar mills, each with a processing capacity of 
28,000 ton/day. We expect that the campaign will last 
from the beginning of September to the second half of 
January. 

Royal Cosun has about 9,000 members, all beet growers. 
From the first of May 2017 the former member of the 
regional cooperative CSV COVAS became direct members 
of Cosun. All beet growers now are united in one 
organization. 

 

Jan Willem van Roessel, Secretary to the board  
Royal Cosun, The Netherlands 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Map of the Netherlands; black points represent location 

of sugarbeet plots in the country last year 
 
 
 

 
The picture gives an idea of the actual situation on fields 

at the end of last May 
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News from WABCG 
The share of private funding in agricultural research is 
increasing and now exceeds public funding. With this 
trend, there is a greater need for a return on investment, 
which explains why agronomic innovation seems less 
fruitful than innovation on varieties or on inputs and 
mechanisation. And, although progress has been made in 
the beet and cane sector, particularly on varieties, yields 
in the field seem to be stagnating in several countries.   
 
Agronomic innovation is nevertheless promising in terms 
of increased yields in the field and to adapt to 
tomorrow’s challenges, particularly those of climate 
change. 
 
Based on these findings, the World Association of Beet 
and Cane Growers decided, last November, to compare 
the situation in its member countries so that its beet and 
cane associations can share information and take 
inspiration from the successes achieved.  The study has 
just been published. 
 
It appears that making technical support available to 
growers is a key sector and addressed in very different 
ways around the world.  
 
The first differentiation depends on the existence of a 
structure financed and managed by the sector – and 
especially by the growers.  
 
Even in the absence of such a structure, technical 
support exists: 

 In a general manner by the equipment suppliers, 
but the impartiality of the information provided 
is obviously questionable. 

 Very often by the processors/millers. But here 
again, does the advice provided aim first and 
foremost at the economic optimisation of the 
farm? 

 By associations providing support to growers, of 
the NGO type, but whose scope of action is 
limited within a project and in time.  

When there is an interprofessional structure, it is usually 
in the form of a technical institute, most often specific to 
beet or cane. These technical institutes are frequently 
recognised for their know-how, but more rarely for the 
extension of information to the field. This is where the 
growers’ associations can play a role, a role which they 
seem to want but which is not very often in place, 
mainly through a lack of skills partly due to a lack of 
financial means.  

Finally, it is to be regretted that when accounting support 
is offered to the grower, it is more to help draw up 
accounting documents than to optimise the profitability 
of the farm. Surprisingly little attention seems to be 
paid to assisting with an economic study of the 
performance of the cane and beet activity, which would 
involve making an individual study of each farmers’ 
production costs in order to optimise them: this is a 
shortfall that should be filled. 
 
 
 

 
The full study  

“What technical support is available to beet and cane growers 

around the world?”  

is available upon request 
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The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 37 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

The study made by WABCG  
“The European Union sugar market 

after quotas: what prospects?” 
is now available upon request. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Council of the WABCG: 
27 November 2017 

London 
United Kingdom 

 
www.wabcg.org  


